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BOOKS recommended to be anſwer'd by FRIENDS. 
. EN. PICK WORT H's Charge of Er- 


ror, Hereſy, I. charity, Falſhood, Evaſion, In- 


confiftency, Innovation, Iinpaſition, Infidelity, Hypecrify, 
Pride, Raillery, Apoſtacy, Perjury, Idolatry, Villainy, 
Blaſphemy, Abomination, Confuſion, and worſe than 
Turkiſh Tyranny, Maſt juſtly exhibited, and offer*d 
to be prov'd againſt the moſt noted Leaders, &c. of 
the People calPd Quakers, when-ever requir'd, Pr. 3s. 


II. 4 farrt Account of the People calPd Quakers, and 
their deſtructive Doctrines; with their deceitful Way 
and Manner of anſwering their Opponents Books ; and 
a Parallel between them and the Feſuits, Price 1 5. 


III. A true and faithful Relation of 500 falſe Pro- 
phecies and pretended Revelations of the People calPd 
Quakers, of a moſt ſeditious Nature, as well as dejt- 
ruftive Tendency to all that adhere to them, faithfully 
tranſcrib'd out of their various Books. Price 1 5s. 64. 


IV. Henry Pickworth's Vindication of his Narra- 
tive, which he ſometime fince preſented to the Lord 


Biſhop of Litchfield and Coventry, concerning the groſs | 


Errors \maintain'd by William Penn and Richard Cla- 
ridge; together with a full Proof of the ſaid William 
Penn's being a real Papiſt, whilſt he went under the 
Denomination and Maſk of a Proteſtant Quaker, Pr. 15. 


V. A Copy of a Letter (with ſome Addition) as di- 
rected by one of the Quakers choſen Overſeers and El- 
ders, for the Uſe of their then Yearly Aſſembly in Lon- 
don; with a ſhort. Accoant of their Antichriſtian Doc- 
trines, falſe Prophecies, and moſt vile Practices of their 
He and She Preachers, and their bigoted Aſſociates. Pr. 6d. 


All Written by Henry Pickworth, late of Slkeford 
in Lincolnſhire, now of Lyn-Regis in Norfolk ; and 
formerly an Elder among the Quakers near Lincoln. 
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"Holding the PA RSON's TYTHE-PiG 


by the TaIL: 
O R, 
Five ARGUMENTS againſt TxTHES: 


= EFORE I proceed to lay my Argu- 

| Ba ments againſt Tythes before my Reader, 
— 9 I muſt beg leave, by way of Introducti- 
os, to premiſe, and very ſolemnly to aſ- 
I five him, that I have ſet myſelf with the 


utmoſt Impartiality, and without the 


leaſt Bias on my Mind of Intereſt; Prejudice, or 


Paſſion, to examine the Subject. 
I can ſafely ſay, that I have not, nay that I never 
had, any private Quarrel, or Miſunderſtanding, with 


any Clergyman whatſoever ; but on the contrary, have 


lived, and do even now live with many of them, in 
a very great Freedom and Familiarity; and have no 
poſſible Objection againſt very many among them, as 

to their Manners, or their Morals, or indeed, in any 
other reſpect, than as they wear the Gown and Caſ- 
ſock. 

As to my being prejudiced againſt them: It may 
rather, and with a greater Show of Reaſoning, be ob- 
jected by a Lay-man, that I am prejudiced for them; 
becauſe in Fact I was bred up a Member of the Church 
of England, and ſtill continue to profeſs myſelf a Mem- 
ber of it; and am not aſhamed of confeſſing, that 
it we muſt have a Church, (for which I hope no one 
will think me ignorant enough to believe that there is 
any 


* 
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any Occaſion) I, really and ſtrictly ſpeaking, conſider 
the Church of England as the beſt conſtituted, and the 
freeſt from Pedantry, Moroſeneſs, and Superſtition, 
of any Church in the whole World. 

And laſtly, as to my being intereſted in the Affair, 
this can ſurely only be urged by thoſe, who are not ac- 
quainted with me, or my Circumſtances. For I here 
proteſt, and I can, if there is the leaſt Scruple remain- 
ing, bring ſufficient Evidence to the Truth of what 
J ſay, that I do not pay Tythe for a ſingle Foot of 
Land in his Majeſty's whole Dominions; that little 
Fortune that I have conſiſting chiefly in Money, to- 
gether with two or three Copperas Works, for which 
there was never any thing demanded, or ſo much as 
pretended to be demanded, by the neighbouring Mi- 
niſter. 1 
I fay thus much, to obviate any unjuſt Reflections, 
or loud-mouthed Clamours, which may very probably 
come from the Clergy Quarter, on Account of my 
not being a competent Judge, and writing with Par- 
tiality on the Subject: And I likewiſe fay it, to diſ- 
poſe the Laity to attend to the following Arguments 

(which, by the way, ought to be in every one of their 
Hands, from the higheſt to the loweſt) with the ſame 
Candour and Diſintereſtedneſs, with which they were 
firſt drawn up, and are now ſent into the World by 
me. 

And firſt, let me take Notice, that the paſſing ſuch 
a Bill would, in a great Meaſure, tend to leſſen the 
exorbitant Incomes, and overgrown Revenues of the 
Rural Clergy; who are generally obſerved, by thoſe 
who are acquainted with their laſt Wills and Teſta- 
ments, to die immenſely Rich, and to leave vaſt For- 
tunes to their Daughters. Taking the Livings of Eng- 
Land at a Medium, I dare ſay, that they will even a- 

mount to near Fourſcore and Ten Pounds a Year 22 
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I am not ignorant, that ſome Perſons will pretend to 
carry the Computation higher. And whether this is 
not an extravagant Allowance for only getting up in 
the Pulpit once a Week, and reading an old Sermon, 
when many an honeſt Man labours in his lawful. Vo- 
cation of Hedging, or Mud-wall-making the whole 
Tear, for the fourth Part of the Income, I muſt leave 
to the Conſideration of every rational and underſtand- 

ing Engliſhman. 

A Second Reaſon for paſſing ſuch a Bill is, that it 
would make Pork and Bacon plentiful (which, by the 
way, may be look*d on as the Staple Diet of the Na- 
tion) and of Conſequence it would render Labour 
cheap, and fave the Government a vaſt deal of Mo- 
ney in victualling out their Fleet, the next Time they 
are obliged to make an Expedition at ſuch a/great 

* Diſtance from us as Spitbead. Tis no Secret to the 
whole Nation, and even in the Mouth of every Ap- 
prentice, provided he has any right Turn to Ingenu- 
ity and Free-thinking, that the Clergy are great Lo- 
vers of roaſting Pigs. Now, upon a very moderate 
Computation, and not to carry the thing higher than 
It well bear, ſuppoſing that there are ten Thouſand 


Clergymen in England (I exclude the London Readers, 


and Country Curates, becauſe they are Fewiſply in- 
clined, and have moſt of them Scruples'of Conſci- 


ing; ) and allowing to every Clergyman three roaſt- 
ing Pigs, (which is as low as we can put it; without 
all Doubt many of the Dignified. Clergy eat five or 
ſix; ) and farther ſuppoſing, that two Parts in three 
of theſe Pigs are Sows (and we cannot well imagine, 
that there ſhould be fewer Females, ſince theſe are 
4 generally made choice of by the Tyther, as beſt a- 
; greeing with the Parſon's liquouriſn Tooth, ) and al- 


{ 


ence againſt this Sort of Diet, unleſs at a Chriſten- 
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lowing that'theſe 'Sow Pigs would, one with W | 
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if not killed young, have five more at a Litter, and 

two Litters in a Year, (which is a very reaſonable 
| Reckoning;) why then it follows, that the Clergy 
are the Cauſe of leſſening the Stock of Pigs yearly in 
the Nation to the Amount of two Hundred Thouſand, 
beſides the ten Thouſand Boar-Pigs, and beſides what 
they devour of Brawn, Hams, and Flitch-Bacon. 
And whether this is not an inſupportable Charge up- 


on our Country, and the great Cauſe of the Decay of 


our Trade, will be well worth my worthy Friend 
Mr. H 's enlarging upon, the next Time he 
makes another polite- Speech before the Honourable 
Difectors of the South-ſea Company. 
A Third Reaſon for paſſing a Bill againſt the Cler- 
gy is, that they are very conſiderable Leſſeners of the 
King's Revenues, by being a conſtant Clog upon the 
Conſumption of our own Home Commodities, and by 
their over and officious Impertinence in preaching a- 
gainſt that Jollity and good Fellowſhip, which are ſo 
well known to augment his Majeſty's Duties upon 
Mum, Cyder, Perry, Ale, Brandy, and that revi- 
ving Liquor, commonly diſtinguiſh*d by the Name 
of Gin. Not but that, to do the Clergy Juſtice, 
there are many among them very good Common- 
wealths-men in - theſe Reſpects: And I belicve (was 
there any Occaſion for it, and would the good Deeds 
of ſome of them make amends for the Faults of others) 
proper Vouchers might be produced of ſome Hun- 
dreds among them, who are very Pains;taking Gentle. 
men; and who almoſt every Night of their Lives 


bie demonſtrative Proofs of their firm and inviola- 
le Attachment to the true Intereſt of their King and 


Country on the former Account. But ſome Hun- 
dreds are very inconſiderable, when we ſpeak of the 
Bulk of the Clergy; who are well known both to 
preach up, and to practiſe ſuch unprofitable — 
ities 
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dities, as Temperance and Sobriety; and to talk a 
deal of idle Stuff againſt many of the Social Virtues, 
ſuch as Profuſeneſs and Prodigality; and impertinent- l 
ly to buſy themſelves, and to make a mighty Stir a= 
gainſt the erecting of Ale-houſes and Brandy-ſhops. 
And of conſequence, (I inſiſt _ it as the juſteſt 


Reaſoning, and which may be made out beyond Con- 
tradiction) they are direct Enemies (for I cannot well 
uſe a milder Term) to their King and Country, by | 
annually ſinking the Taxes : And their Conduct ver 
viſibly and plainly affects the Landed Intereſt {which | 
is a good Hint by the by to make the. Country Squires 
look about them) by lowering the Pricœof Barley. 
A Fourth Argument for paſting ſuch a Bill, and 
which indeed is of full as much Importance as any of 
the former, is, that the Clergy are conſtant and un- 
wearied Enemies to all Regularity, Order, and good 
Government in every Society, I don't mean by this 
to charge them with being in a foreign Intefeſt, or to 
inſinuate as if they had any Deſigns directly againſt 
his Majeſty King George, (no, the Fellows are devi- 
liſh cunning, and love the Proteſtant Religion too well 
| for this) but what I mean is, that they are for ever 
: diſturbing his Majeſty's Country Juſtices of the Peace 
in the Execution of their Office; impudently making 
Parties in their ſeveral Pariſhes againſt them; and 
drawing in all the poor, honeſt, ſober, and moſt in- 
duſtrious Part of the Neighbours to go to Church, i 
: and fide with them againſt the Juſtice, — What a good- | 
! ly and pleafant Thing would it be, and how near | 
would it approach to the Original Standard of Go- 4 
vernment, to ſee the Country Squires of Great Bri- 
tain (who are generally Men of great Humanity and 
good Breeding, of ſound Morals, and unqueſtionable 
Learning) acting without the leaſt Controul'or Mo- 
leſtation in every one of their Pariſhes! ſending)one 
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Man to Goal for not ſtanding ſtill while his Worſhip 
was ſo kind as to beat him;—another to the Stocks 
for ſwearing, becauſe his Worſhip condeſcended to 
be a little too familiar with the Fellow's Wife; or- 
dering a Writ of Ejectment againſt a third, for not 
breeding up a couple of young Hounds for his Wor- 
ſhip's Recreation; —and aſſigning a fourth to the Whip- 
ping-poſt; for Saucineſs and Ill Language, when his 
Worſhip did him the Honour of riding over his Corn, 
and breaking his Hedges. I ſay, what a goodly 
Thing would it be, to behold all this; and to ſee the 
£aftern polite Method of governing by Baſhaws, take 
Place in our Metern Part of the World! And this in 
Fa& would be the Caſe in moſt Pariſhes, as it is al- 
ready in ſome, did not thoſe forward Fellows the Par- 
ſons thruſt themſelves into other Perſons Affairs, and 
often impudently take upon them to underſtand ſome 
of the Laws of the Land, in Oppoſition to his Wor- 
ſhip's way of explaining them; and did they not prate 
2 deal of idle Stuff about Reaſon, Juſtice, and 
Equity; and make a horrid Noiſe and Pother about 
Oppreſſion, Violence, and grinding the Faces of the 
Poor, to the no ſmall Obſtruction of their Worſhips 

laudable Proceedings. 1 
Beſides, theſe Fellows, more Ways than one, diſ- 
turb the Peace of the Society; - They will not ſuffer 
their Worſhips to ſleep in Peace at Church; - They 
will not let them kiſs their Tenants Daughters in 
Peace; — They will not let them get drunk, and play 
at Cards on a Sunday in Peace; —and, to add to all 
their other Offences, they will often even have the 
conſummate Impudence to apply to the Court of Ex- 
chequer for the Tythes of his Worſhip's Eſtate; 
when his Worſhip, out of his better Judgment, and 
from his great Knowledge in the Law, thinks fit 
to detain them. And when all theſe Things are 
| 1 weighed 
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weighed together, they are ſurely ſufficient to engage 
all their Worſhips to uſe their utmoſt Intereſt with 
their Repreſentatives, that ſuch a Bill may pals. 
The laſt Argument which I ſhall make Uſe of, for 
paſſing ſuch a Bill againſt the Clergy, is this, That 
notwithſtanding all their loud Talk about Abſtinence, 
Mortification, and Self-denial, yet upon a ſtrict Ex- 
amination, and upon conſulting the beſt Authorities, 
we cannot but be perſuaded, that they eat and drink; 
that they ſleep, they ſmoke, they wear Shirts, and lye 
in Sheets; that they marry Wives, live in Houſes, get 

Children, and do Hl the Offices of Life, after the 
ſame Manner that Laymen do them. I have been ve- 
ry credibly informed, nay I make not the leaſt Doubt 
of the Truth of it (becauſe, as Biſhop BuzneT 
well obſerves, I had it from a Perſon of undoubted 
Reputation, who aſſured me, that he had it from one, 
who had it from a very conſiderable Lady's Woman's 
Midwife, who had it from the Gentlewoman's own 
Mouth, who affirmed,) That once at a Chriſtening 
** Dinner, ſhe ſaw the Parſon of the Pariſh eat a very 
large Slice of Roaſt Beef, two Cuts of a Marrow 
„Pudding, a conſiderable deal of the Breaſt of Turk- 
ey, and after all, concluded with a Mince-pie.*—- 
Now if this Account be true, (and there 1s not the 
leaſt Room to call it in Queſtion,) pray, how can any 
one, after this, have the Face to ſay one Word for 
the Parſons; or ſo much as pretend to offer any thing 
in Defence of a Body of Men, who are ſuch an intol- 
erable and inſupportable Charge upona trading Nation? 
Shall we not all immediately give our Votes; that their 
Houſes ſhould be pulled down, and their Parſonages 
applied to the Relief of the Sinking Fund? —That 
the Fellows themſelves ſhould be ſent forthwith to the 
Plantations, and their Wives and Children be provided 
for in Work-houſes ; —that every Maſter of a _— 
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ſhould be obliged to ſupply the Place of a Parſon un- 
der his own Roof; —and that in Caſe his Worſhip 
ſhould not have a Facility in reading Eugliſb, he ſhould 
have a Toleration to provide himſelf with an able 
Huntſman, who hath been brought up to Learning, 
and is qualified to ſupply his Place. — Tho? this Way 
of proceeding with them ſeems extremely equitable, 
and not one Bit or Jot beyond what the Parſons very 
richly deſerve, yet I muſt moſt humbly beg Leave to 
diſſent from it; and this (I aſſure you) not out of the 
leaſt Love or Kindneſs to the Parſons, or any Tender- 
neſs towards their Wives and Children, but becauſe I 
think that there is a Method full as effectual to undo 
them, and which will anſwer the End full as well, 
and at the ſame Time make leſs Noiſe in the World, 
and give leſs Offence to very many filly and well-diſ- 
poſed Chriſtians; (who, by the way, cannot at once 
get over the Prejudices of their Youth, and loſe all 
Regard for a Set of Men, who have inſtructed them 
in the Faith of that Saviour, from whom they expect 
eternal Happineſs) and the Method is this, to ſtarve 
them by Degrees, and to let them die Inch by Inch. 
Let a Tythe-bill paſs, ſay I: —let the whole opus 
probandi in recovering of Tythes lye upon the Coun- 
try Vicars; —let them not be able to get a few of 
his Worſhip's Apples to make Pies for their Children, 
or a little Milk to make them a Pudding, without 
being at Forty Pounds Charge; let their Worſhips 
not only teaze, and worry them themſelves, but let 
them likewiſe ſet on all the Purſe- proud Farmers in 
their ſeveral Pariſhes to do the ſame Thing; —let 
their Worſhips make new Improvements, and not 
pay the leaſt Conſideration for them, becauſe there 
was never any Thing payed before; —and let the 
Patrons of Livings take effectual Care to make con- 
ſiderable Reſervations of the Glebe Lands, when 
they lye contiguous to their own Eſtates; let the 


Capital 


ts : 
Capital Farm in his Worſhip's Manor be exempted 
from all Demands, on Pretence of having belonged _ 
to ſome Abbey; and let the poor Vicar be once op- 
preſſed and over-borne by a powerful Adverſary; and 
.a Law immediately trumped up, that his Succeſſors 
ſhould acquieſce, and patiently and contentedly bear 
the Oppreſſion for ever after it. —I ſay, let a Tythe- 
Bill paſs, and let theſe Methods be regularly and con- 
ſtantly followed for one twenty or thirty Years; and 
1 make not the leaſt Doubt (provided no extraordina- 
ry Thing happen) but the Clergy will be as poor, as 
miſerable, as contemptible, and as uncapable of doing 
any Good in a Society, and of interrupting the Re- 
poſe of our Country Squires, as their greateſt Ene- 

mies could wiſh them. | . n | 
And laſtly, Jet me farther add, that when a Tythe- 
Bill is paſſed, and another Bill, full as reaſonable, re- 
lating to the Game, (and brought upon the Stage at 
the ſame Time with the other) by which the whole 
Monopoly of Woodcocks was to be aſcertained to 
their Worſhips and their Heirs male; and no Per- 
ſons, (under a ſevere Penalty) beſides the Country 
Squires and their eldeſt Sons, impowered to Jay 
Springes for them for the future l ſay, let this Bill 
paſs, as well as the other Bill, and let not only moſt 
of the Parſons be debarred from that heinous and un- 
pardonable Crime of killing a Hare, but alſo the 
greateſt Part of the Attorneys, the Counſellors, the 
Phyſicians, the Surgeons, the wealthy Tradeſmen, 
the Merchants, and his Majeſty's Officers in the Ar- 
my; and I dare promiſe my Country-men glorious 
Times, and that Hounds and Horſes, Huntſmen and 
Grooms, Setters and Spaniels, Hares and Partridges, 
Woodcocks, Wild Ducks and Widgin, Foxes, Badg- 
ers, and Country Squires, would bear an unlimited 
and uncontrollable Sway, to the eternal Praiſe and 
Honour of Old England. IP 
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B. I could 2 myſelf to ſend this Perfor- 


mance abroad into the World, which I am very 
ſenſible muſt raiſe a terrible Spirit among the Clergy, 
I prevailed with a Friend (under the ſtricteſt Secrecy) 
to ſhow it in Manuſcript to ſome Neighbours, whom 
he looked upon to have the beſt Judgments ; and who 
would candidly and impartially deliver to him their 
Senſe of the Thing; and what Reception they thought 
it would meet with from the Laity, for whoſe Sake 
it was ſolely written. | 
The firſt Perſon conſulted. was a very near Neigh- 
bour to him, a Gentleman Farmer; who immediate- 
ly declared, that he never read any thing ſo good in 


his whole Life:, By Golly, ſays he, he as maul'd 


< the Parſons; © and then called out, with the utmoſt 
Tranſport to his Wife, Nanny, ſays he, sbud 
„ we have now got the right Pig by the Ear; be ſure 
you don't let the ſpotted Sow go to Brim, before 
„ you know whether the Tythe-Bill will paſs. © 
The next he adviſed with was one of his Majeſty's 
Juſtices of the Quorum, and indeed a very able and 
learned Man he was; and his Worſhip was ſo 
to ſay ſo many kind Things, and to expreſs himſelf 
ſo much to the Advantage of the Author, that he 


cannot but think himſelf (out of Modeſty) obliged to 


conceal the whole Diſcourſe. 5 
The laſt Perſon conſulted, was a very eminent and 
judicious Free-thinker, who ſeemed, as my Friend 


told me, not to read the thing with the leaſt Plea- 


ſure, or any Sign of Joy on his Countenance: But 


after having gone over it twice, and made ſome Marks 


with his Pencil, he, in a very grave and ſolemn 
i Manner, 
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Manner, delivered him the Paper, and expreſfed him- 
ſelf, as near as I can remember, in theſe Words: 
Here, ſays he, give my humble Service to the 
* worthy Author, and thank him from me, in the 
„ Behalf of all the Free-thinkers of England. 
And then he added, Take my Word for it, ſays 
* he, the Thing will do; the right Method of over- 
< turning Religion, is firſt to begin with the ws - 
Let us once get well rid of theſe Fellows, and I 
* make not the leaſt Queſtion, but that all the ab- 
% ſurd Doctrines about Good and Evil, about a Re- 
“ ſurrection, and a future Judgment, Hell and Heay- 
« en, God and the Devil, will together go along 
66 with them, © 1 


T H E Perſon who wrote the foregoing Diſcourſe, 
being a very publick-ſpirited Gentleman, and 
deſiring to give all due Encouragement to a Work 
of this Nature, which may be of ſuch great Benefit 
to the World; deſired his Printer to give Notice, 
that if any Country Squire has a Mind to do Good 
among his Neighbours and Tenants, by putting this 
little Treatiſe into their Hands, he may be ſupplied 
with what Number he has a Mind to take; with a 
conſiderable Allowance, provided he take a Quantity : 
Begging Leave to conclude with the following Dif- 
tick from an Old Song. 1 


We've cheated the Parſon, well cheat him agen: 
For why fhou'd a Blockhead have One in Ten. 
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OT WITH STAN DING the Reflecti- 
ons, which a late Writer hath maliciouſly 
caſt on the laudable Practice of going to 
Church, I am informed, by very good 
Phyſicians, that his Theory of the Piles is falſe; and 
that there is no more, (if ſo much) Danger of get- 
ting that Diſtemper at Church, than at a Play-houſe, 
eſpecially if ſoft primitive Velvet Cuſhions can be 
had. to fit upon: Therefore People may venture tq 
join in our Communion, without endangering their 
bodily Healths, contrary to the Opinion of the Au- 
thor I have in View. 

I confeſs indeed, ſome Regulations may be neceſſary 
for quieting the tender Conſciences of thoſe Diſſenters 
paſſing under no Denomination, (which are far 
the greater Number of Diſſenters) and for inducing 
them once in a Week, at leaſt, to increaſe our Con- 
gregations. And I am in great Hopes, this Heaven- 
ly Work is in good Forwardneſs; ſince, as has been 
obſerv'd, the Uſe of Lillobolero, Fumping Foan, and 
many other entertaining Tunes, is moſt reaſonably 
permitted. I am heartily glad this Work is begun. 
"Tis every honeſt Man's Duty, with his utmoſt En- 
deavours to promote it: And therefore *tis, that I 
propoſe, that berween the Services on Sundays and 
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Holy-days, we may be entertain'd with ſome elabo- 4 
rate Performances; ſometimes a new Minuet, ſome- 
times a Rigadoon, but above all, a reviving Jig after 
the Sermon. The Inſtrument now uſed, I think, is 
an Organ, and ſometimes we meet with a Baſſoon : 
But why are we reſtrain'd from the Violin, Hautboy, 
Trumpet, French-horn, Flute, or any other pleaſing 
Inſtrument? For my Part, I can ſee no Reaſon, why 
the Gom Gom of the Hottentots, or their Pot-Drums, 
may not for Variety be introduced. Pray, what Di- 
vinity is there in an Organ, more than in any other 
Inſtrument ? None that I can perceive : Tho? it will 
be well, if this peculiar Honour done to the Organ 
doth not lead vulgar Minds into ſome ſtrange ſuper- 
ſtitious Notions about it: Whereas it is a modern Mu- 
ſick when compared with ſome others. For 


long ago, 
Ber heaving Bellows learn'd to blow, © 
While Organs yet were mute; 
TiMOTHEUS, With bis breathing Flute, WD 
And ſounding Lyre, 
Could the Soul to — or kindle ſo fo ft Dejre. 
__ Drxvpen's Ode on St. Cæcilia's Day. 


Not but that Organs have been of antient Standing 1 
in the Church: As, to look no farther, we may find 9 
in Dan CHAUCER's ſecond Nonne's Tale, where | 
we are informed, that the heavenly Maid Saint? Ce- 
cily ſang in ber berte, 


a WWhiles that the Organs made Melodie. 4 


But what 1 argue for, is the Liberty of takin o- 
ther muſical Inſtruments into the Churc it ſo li- 
keth us. Right womanly, I trow, did PE G witbſain 
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her Brother Jo HN, who tofore had taunted ber with 
ſounding at the Sound of an Organ, and right merrily 
dauncing to Bag-pipes. *What is that to thee, Gundy- 
& Guts? ſaid PEG: Every Body is to cbuſe their own 
* Mufick.* I can't but think, this depriving us of 
other melodious Inſtruments, is a very great Impo- 
fition on Chriſtian Conſciences; and I am perſuaded 
the Act of Toleration loſes half the Benefits, by want- 
ing a Clauſe for the free and unreſtrained Exerciſe of 
the Flute, Harp, Sackbut, Pſaltery, Dulcimer, and all o- 
ther kinds of Mufick. But indeed, were the Inſtru- 
ments never ſo various, and the Hands never ſo fine, 
it will avail but little towards the Accompliſhment of 
this great End, ſo long as a bawling Clerk, and an 
unſkilful booriſh Congregation of hoarſe Mechanics, 
are permitted to drown Muſick*s ſweet Charms with 
the odious Stuff of Sternbold and Hopkins, I would 
therefore further propoſe, that we may have no vocal 
Muſick in Churches, unleſs Italian Eunuchs might be 
imported for that Purpoſe ; and one, or more placed 
in every Pariſh to ſing a favourite Song from ſome of 
our beſt Operas. Till this can be effected, which I 
hops the elegant Mr. Heydegger in time will have In- 
tereſt enough to do; I would have, by way of Inter- 
lude, a Minuet or Rigadoon in London, York, and all 
other Cities; and a Jig, or a Horn- pipe in all other 
Pariſhes, danced by ſome proper Perſons in the broad 
Spaces, which may be conſiderably inlarged for that 
Purpoſe. Nor 1s this to be accounted an unreaſona- 
nable or irreligious Propoſal, ſince we know David of- 
ten danced out of a Spirit of Devotion and has more 
than once directed us not only to ſing, but to dance 
out our Thanksgivings. I am very certain, that if 
my Method be complied with, a great many People 
will be brought to hear divine Service, upon the Proſ- 
pect of ſeeing it at the ſame Time; who at 8 
8 ont 
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don't know what 4 Infide of a Church is like: 
And left Baſhfulneſs ſhonld be any Obſtruction to 
their Reformation, I fancy it may be neceſſary to 
allow People of Quality .to come in Maſquerade. 

I agree with moſt other Cuſtdms of the Church, 
as it is now eſtabliſhed : But the Sermon, I think, 
ſhould be in the Manner of that very Reverend 
Divine, Mr. Henley. The Prayers may be, as they 
now are: For ſcarce any Body of Faſhion hath 
Leiſure to attend them. Whilſt they are reading, 
we Gentlemen are diſplaying our Snuff-Boxes, 
Rings, &c. and the Ladies are employed in ad- 
juſting their Dreſſes. Both Sexes require no ſmall 
Part of that Time for paying and receiving reci- 
procal Compliments, enquiring after abſent Ac- 
quaintance, relating their Fortunes the Night be- 
fore at Quadrille, appointing. new Meetings, and 
twenty other ſuch neceſſary Amuſements. 

I know very great Attempts have been made to 

take away from us this Freedom, as well as that of 
coming into, and going out of the Church, at our 
Pleaſure; on Pretence of its hindering well diſpo- 
ſed People from 1 their Devotions. Poor | 
filly Creatures! if they were to have their Ways, = 
I 7 Scots we muſt not be allowed to go to-above | 
one Church in a Morning ; whereas, with good Ma- 
nagement, we may now pay Viſits to four or five be- | 
fore Dinner, beſides ſhort Compliments to the Chap- 
els and Tabernacles that are in our Ways; and, if 
Occaſion be, to two or three Meeting-houſes. 

Others, equally impertinent, would have us in our 
Devotions turn all our Faces one Way, forſooth, to- 
wards the Eaſt I trow; becauſe, ſay they, it makes a | 

Congregation ſeem uniform and decent, —— Alaſs! | 
What will this World come to? This is hanging out | 
Popiſb Colours with a-Vengeance, — Uniform _ 
g Why 
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Why Uniformity, Sir, is downright Popery and Jaco- 
bitiſm, the very Image of the Scarlet Whore, and of 
Antichriſt —Arnd I appeal to the Ladies, the Judges 
of Decency, whether 1t be decent for Gentlemen to 
turn their moſt diſhonourable and uncomely Parts to- 
wards the moſt honourable and comely Parts of the 
Creation? — Was this Project t6 take Place, I believe 
the Vicar of S. N. might preach to a very uniform 
Congregation: For none, I dare ſay, would there be 
in his Church, but a Pack of poor filly enthuſiaſtick 
Tradeſmen and Mechanics, as uniform in their Edu- 
cation, as in their Rank and Quality. For can it be 

expected, that we, who know better, wilt be depriv- 
ed of the Pleaſure of paying our cuſtomary . Addreſ- 
ſes to the Fair, to pleaſe an empty-headed Vicar? Do 
you think we will reſign ogling, dumb Shews and 
Signs, for the Sake of introducing Uniformity ? No 
indeed, no other Uniformity for me, than ſuch as is 
produced according to the Talian Proverb, Un Diſor- 
dine ſa un Ordine. Thanks to our Stars, I am not 
the only Advocate for Liberty in this Caſe : We have 
a better Judge of Decency and Uniformity, on our 
Side, than is this forementioned Vicar; and, what I 
moſt admire at, one of the ſame Cloth. I am ſure, 
was the Mitre in my Gift, that excellent Man ſhould 
no longer ſubſiſt upon Tythe Eggs and Apples. — 
But enough of this at preſent, 

And now I ſuppoſe, the grave dull Sots of the Na- 
tion will ſay, that I am no Friend to the Church; that 
I am for altering *till nothing 1s left, and for pulling 
down every Thing that is Sacred; will call me Heath- 
en, Rake, &c. alledging, that he aſſembling our ſelves 
together in Churches, is for Spiritual Improvement, 
and not for ſenſual Recreation; that our Minds ſhould 
there be intent on our Devotions, which ſhould be 
ſolemn and ſteady ; and fo in ſhort, make Religion 
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to be neglected by all Belles and Beaux. Whereas 
they dont conſider, 4 Man may lobe the Kirk, well 


enow, and not ride & the riggen ot. We may be good 
Church-men, without being Enthuſiaſts. And I am 


certain, if the Divines will come into my Scheme, 
their Churches will be. filPd with the moſt polite Peo- 
ple, and their Aſſemblies be accounted as entertain- 
ing and genteel, as any others, not exceeding Maſ- 
querades and Operas. = 

I hope, what I now propoſe, will be look*d upon 
as plainly calculated for the Good of the Nation in 


. 


general; and as I have, with my moſt ſincere Endea- 


vours, aimed at the promoting of Freedom and Li- 
berty in Religion, as well as many excellent and reve- 
rend Authors before me, I flatter my ſelf, that I ſhall 
not wholly be rejected; but may probably be encou- 
rag'd to come up to Town, in order to enjoy the 
charming Converſation of thoſe witty Men, whom 
ignorant Bigots brand with the Names of Deiſts, A- 
theiſts, Sc. among whom, upon the Merit of this 
Performance, I hope to meet with a favourable Re- 
ception I ſhall then take a final Leave of all my old 
Acquaintance, ſo juſtly ſtiled by the others, Tories, 


Highfliers, Facobites, and Papiſts; and fo juſtly cha- 


racterized, not only as worſe Subjects, but as worſe 
Chriſtians, and worſe Mew. 


# 


(8) 


„ 
s 


G I 9 
W 
or 


r . 

ANY Projects for the 8 or Re- 
| vival of Chriſtianity have miſcarried thro” 
1 the Folly or Avarice of the Projectors, who 


have always made Church Endowments and Tythes 
a Part of their Scheme. This is the Cauſe that the 
utmoit Attempts of the Clergy could ſcarce ever pro- 
cure more to be retain'd than mere nominal Chriſtia- 
nity. Had they propoſed nothing expenſive or bur- 
thenſome to the Laity, there might before this have 
been a conſiderable Number of real Chriſtians among 
us. The Projectors I draw from have avoided this - 
Rock. 2 

The firſt Thing, neceſſary to be done, is to demo- 
liſh the preſent Eſtabliſh*d Church to the very Foun- 
dation; —The Teſt-Act, and all Laws relating to 
Church Affairs, ought to be repealed. It is impoſſi- 
ble to eſtabliſh one Mode of Religion without perſe- 
cuting all others. For what does Eſtabliſhment con- 
ſiſt in but retraining the Rights of all the Citizens to 
the Profeſſors of one Sort”, —and what is this but 
Partiality and Perſecution? Now, if this be done in 
Favour of the true Religion, it is the moſt likely 
Way to deſtroy it, becauſe it muſt give it the Ap- 
-pearance of a State Trick, and a Party Spirit, and 
muſt make it ſeem tyrannical, ſelfiſn and worldly; 


and 
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and as it decks it in Pomp and Riehes, muſt render 


it the Object of Envy. If we would have Religion 
ſafe, we muſt not leave her any Thing worth taking 


away. If we would have a Church to laſt ever, ler 
us erect it of pure ſpiritual Materials, without any 
rotten Mixture of this World, that can neither be 
hand ſome or laſting; and without putting one Stone 


or B-am into it, to entice Church-Robbers to convey 


them to their own Houſes. 


As the Clergy have been the chief Enemies of 
Chriſtianity, the next Thing to be done is to extir- - 


pate them Root and Branch; the preſent Set ought 
to be baniſh'd or hang'd to a Man, becauſe there is 


-no Hope of reducing them to a proper Poverty of 


Spirit, tho? we bring them neyer ſo low, in Purſe. 


Two admirable Effects towards the Revival of Chrif- 
tianity will proceed from hence. Fit, The People 
will be left to underſtand the Scripture in their plain 


Senſe, inſtead of the learned and fanciful Interpreta- 


tions which the Clergy have put upon them; and 
every Man regulate Religion according to his own 
Way of Thinking. Parents too, who commonly ſet 
up for a Kind of Prieſts in their own Families, and 
' ſometimes pretend to preach to their Children and 


Servants, ſhould be hindred by capital Puniſhments 
from inſtructing either in the Principles of the Chriſ- 


tian Religion, becauſe it will involve them in Preju- 
dices; and when they come to Tears of Diſcretion, 
Chriſtianity will appear ſtale and old-faſhion*d, or 


perhaps a Cheat, having been impoſed on them before 
they could judge of its Merits. All Methods there- 


fore ought to be prohibited in advancing the true Re- ' 


ligion that can be applied to ſerve a falſe one. 

The other excellent Effect of extirpating the Cler- 
gy, is, that all thoſe who have been turn'd away 
from Chriſtianity by the Avarice, Ambition, and ill 


D 2 Lives 


( 20 ) 

Lives of our Priefts, will return to it again when the 
Cauſe of their Apoſtacy is removed. To this the 
Diſperſion of Church Wealth among the Laity will 
will contribute not a little by putting them again in 
good Humour. They will quickly begin to think 
more favourably of a Religion they are to Joſe nothing 
by. Money is ſcarce, and Religion ſo plenty, that 
Chriſtianity can neyer be introduc'd into theſe Coun- 
tries, unleſs it come for nothing. 

Having clear*d the Ground. by removing theſe two 
Incumbrances the Church and Clergy, let us ſee what 
we had beſt put in their Places —My Authors are 
much divided upon this Article: Some are for never 
f any ſuch Thing as a Clergyman in theſe 
Nations for the future: Others diſapprove of this Ex- 
tremity, becauſe as the Chriſtian Religion is contain'd 
in an old Book call'd the Bible, unleſs People can read, 
they will never be the wiſer for what it contains. They 
vou'd therefore have a Clergy; and their whole Em- 
ployment to teach Children to know their Letters, 
and form them into Syllables; but, to prevent their 
encroaching again on the Laity, there ſhould be Law, 
that if any of theſe Teachers ſhall be convicted on 
Evidence of any one in his School, of taking above 
a Penny a Quarter per Child, he mall be immediately 
hang'd; if of teaching his Children any religious 
Principles, he ſhall be ſentenc'd to be torn to Pieces 
at Horſes Tails. If he be convicted of receiving a 
Preſent, of ſneaking near a Gentleman's Houſe, as 
wanting to be ask'd to dine with the Servants, or of 
fingering any Money beyond his quarterly Penny, he 
ſhall be — burnt alive. Any Juſtice or Coun- 
try Squire to take Cognizance of the aforeſaid Crimes, 
and on the Affirmation of any one Perſon above the 
Age of 4 Years, proceed to immediate Sentence and 
Execution. Theſe * it is thought, will ſuffici- 
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ently guard us againſt the Uſurpations of Prieſtcraft, 
provided they be duly executed ; and there is good 
Reaſon to hope they will, ſince the Execution is 
committed to thoſe Perſons that will firſt feel the ill 
Effects of their Encroachments.  - | 

Some prejudic'd People are of Opinion, that there 
muſt be certain Perſons to teach the Chriſtian Religi- 
on; and wiſh it could be done without Danger or 


Expence. But here is the Difficulty, Who ſhall we 


get to inſtruct us for nothing? Tho? it is not eaſy to 
get over this Rub, I will offer an Expedient that may 
deſerve to be conſidered. =” — 8 
Il believe it is agreed on all Hands, that if there 
could be a Man found intirely free from all Appetites, 


Deſires and Paſſions, he wou'd make a very good 


Clergyman; becauſe he would never be tempted by 
Ambition, Avarice, or Luxury, to encroach upon the 


Laity; but it is impoſſible to get ſuch a one, unleſs 


he be abſolutely out of the need of Meat, Drink, 
and Cloaths. As to the Wearing of Cloaths, that 
Men are capable of going naked, if uſed, to it from 
their Infancy, is manifeſt from the Examples of ma- 
ny Nations in America. Nay, the Expetiment is made 


at Home, among the poorer Sort, with tolerable Suc- 


ceſs. Now, if we ſend none to College but thoſe that 
have from their Infancy been uſed to fuch Hardſhips, 
they might be train'd in a few Years to need no more 
Garments than. our firſt Parents; by the Time they 
commenc*d Batchelors, they might ſtrip to their Shirts, 
and the Degree of Maſter might be taken quite naked. 
It is not ſo eaſy to lay aſide Meat and Drink, yet 
I hope it may be done too. Several Inſtances may be 
given of People living ſo 2 Days without Food, 
that they have got over the Deſire, and, ſeemingly, 
the Neceſſity of it. The Woman who lived 28 Days 
in the Church of Talla, dy'd very likely by the 7 
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they thruſt down her Troat ; ſhe might perhaps elle 


have been immortal. Buchonan gives us an Account, 
in his Hiſtory of Scotland, of a Man who could faſt 
30, 40 or 50 Days at once, without receiving the leaſt 
Hurt: And in our Days we have a ſurprizing Inſtance 
given us by a Doctor of Phyſic, of one Foby Fergu- 
ſon, who now lives in that Kingdom, and for the 
Space of 18 Years hath ſublitteck only on Water, 
Whey, or Barley Water. The abſtemious Scotch 
would therefore furniſh Proper Candidates for Holy 
Ordefs, 

Toere are Families of the Eaſt Indians employ'd 
from Generation to Generation in the Pearl Fiſhery, 
who produce Men able to hold their Breath half an 
Hour under Water. Suppoſe Food as neceſſary to 
Life as Breath, as we commonly breathe twelve times 
in a Minute, and not eat over once in every twelve 
Hours, it will be found, that he who abſtains from 
Air half an Hour, has gone as far as he who abſtains 
from Food 50 Ycars. I cannot ſee why Nature ſhould 
not be as pliant to Cuſtom in one Reſpect as well as 
the other. Let us, to make the Experiment however, 


take the aforelaid Lads enuring to Nakedneſs, and 


withdraw an Ounce. of their Allowance every Day. 

I am confident, theſe Lads, if carefully cull'd out of 
thoſe Families, who pay moſt per Acre for their Lands, 
they may caſily be brought to live without other 
Nouriſhment at leaſt than the Bramble and Hawthorn 
afford, ſince they are almoſt forc'd to do it alrcady. 


If this Scheme were once on Foot, we might then 


have Religion (hitherto ſo intolerably expenſive) with- 
out coſting us a Farthing; and in its utmoſt Purity 
too, for theſe Holy Men, ſo exempted from, could 


never be tempted to miſlead us out of, worldly Views. 


They would have no Thirſt after Promotion, & c. 


but mind their Parochial Duties; and Church Lands 


and 
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and ſmall Dues, about which ſuch a Coil is. kept be- 
tween Parſon and Pariſhioner, would be no more. 

The better to ſet forward this Scheme, all the Books 
| wrote on religious Affairs ſince the ſcriptural Canon 
ought to be burnt, to purge divine Revelation from 
human Inventions. Thus we ſhall replace ourſclves;- 
where 7ohn the Evangeliſt left us, without one Con- 


troverſy to diſtract us, or Commentary to miſlead us, 


no Articles of Faith, or Acts of Councils to reſtrain 
us. Then we might every one have the Pleaſure of 
a peculiar Religion of his own, which might be de- 
duced from Scripture by an unlimited Licence of In- 
terpretation, or made up firſt in our own Minds, and 
then reconciled to the Bible at Leiſure. | 

* Beſides, of all Authors, I think thoſe are the moſt 
impudent, who take upon them by their Syſtems of 
Logick to teach us to reaſon; I wonder we have not 
Proteſſors to teach how to ſee! Is not Reafon as ne- 
ceſfary as Sight? How can we ſuppoſe then it is leſs 
perfect? No Impoſtors are ſo pernicious, or fo care- 
fully to be guarded againſt as theſe, who have con- 
ſpired the Perverſion of our nobleſt Faculty, even 
that which diſtinguiſhes us from Brutes. Thought, 
deſign*d for the moſt boundleſs Flights, they limit to 
a narrow Track; and tether it to a certain Space, 
that we cannot think as we pleaſe : But Man is a free 
Agent, and I defy him to act freely, unleſs he think 
freely; and that is impoſſible, while his Reaſon is di- 
rected by the Reaſon of another. The Chriſtian Re- 
ligion therefore, can never be received while theſe Books 

are in Being; becauſe they would needs compel us all 
into the ſame Way of Reaſoning, in order that we 
might all put the ſame Interpretation on Scripture. 
This would end in a total Extinction of all Liberty. 


And who knows what Reſtraint might be laid on our 
Paſſions and our Pleaſures by thus reſtraining our Rea- 


ſon? Tho? Chriſtianity, apprehended ſyllogiſmarically, 


may 


* 
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may pleaſe a few, it would diſguſt the Generality of 
Mankind, particularly all the polite and gay. 2 
But tho' I ſhould happen to miſcarry in the fore- 
going Propoſals; yet I muſt ſtill inſiſt upon it, that 
there are ſeveral very good political. Reaſons for not 
. rejecting them. Firſt, as it was obſerv'd in the Divine 
Poet Herbert's Time, (and what with the Whitefields 
and the Weſleys, the ſame may be ſaid of it in ours) 


Religion ſtands a Tiptoes on our Land, 
Ready to fly to the American Strand; 


and in ſhort is now ſo flown, that thoſe who have any 
Regard for it, will be obliged to fly after it; our Law- 
givers would do well to uſe their utmoſt Endeavours 
to retrieve it among ourſelves, to prevent the Decreaſe 
of our People, and the waſting our Eſtates, | 
2. Chriſtianity is of incomparable Efficacy, in ren- 
dering its Profeſſors regardleſs of Riches, and the 
other good Things of this World; nor does it leſs 
powerfully inſpire Patience under Oppreſſion and Tri- 
bulations. A true Chriſtian can reſign himſelf to any 


_ Kind of Treatment without murmuring, he can bear 


Contempt and Poverty without the ſmalleſt Reſent- 
ment at him who ſqueezes or plunders him. Now I 
humbly ſubmit, Whether it is not extremely the In- 


tereſt of all who have Eſtates, that ſuch a Religion 


be embraced by the lower Kind of People. — 


N. B. The following CHARACTER of our late 
old Friend Dr. W aLlsn, ( ſuppoſed to be written by 
ſome highflying Prieſt) having been privately handed about; 
I have here ventur'd to make publict, in Hopes it may fall 
znto the Hands of the admirable Author of the Indepen- 


| dent Whig, who (no doubt) will vindicate the Memory 


of bis generous Patron from all ſuch ſcandalous one, : 
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CHARACTER 


Dr. + 4.30 


E never went to Church, but to ſave his Ba- 
I con once a Month; and then laid himſelf 

down at length in an unſeemly, indecent, and 
ridiculing manner, during the whole time of Divine 
Service. It was the chief of his Converſation to be 
ſcoffing and railing at, cur/ing and blaſpheming Religion 
and the Clergy; and his Will ſhews what a ſtrange No- 
tion he had conceiv*d of the Deicy. Hſe Heathens 
have much better expre/fd themſelves. 

He was a nfoſt cruel, inhoſpitable, and uncharitable 
Man. He was a mere Hobbift, and put himſelf into 
a continual State of Har, and never walk*d out into 
his Grounds without a brace of Piſtols ruck*d by his 
ſide with a Hanger, and a Fowling-Piece on his Snoul- 
der, and a Couple of fierce Bull- Dogs at his Heels. 
He was an entire Mi/anthropos or M1n-hater, and by 
this Mcans became odious and hateful to, and hated 
by all. | / | | 
1 "He was eſteem'd a Conjurer by the Country-People ; 

and they have a Story of his turning a Batch of C 
tards Topſey-turvy in the Oven, which his Servants 
had made at Eaſter, when Eggs and Milk were plen- 
ty, whilſt he was at London; and which, as it is ſaid, 
he told an A:beiftical Club, in which he was, that he 
cou'd perform; and which, as is currently reported, 


bu did, both to the great Surprize and Diſappoint- 


ment of his no Evil-thinking or Harm- doing Servants! 
| + He 
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He order'd his Body to be buried in his Garden ; 
which was perform'd moſt decently, without any Ce- 
remony of a Bell, a Parſon, or Burial-Office, (after the 
new Gordonian Faſhion) or any mention mad by any 
one preſent, of their ſure and certain, or even their 
leaſt, Hopes of his Reſurrettion to eternal Life, through 
Feſus Chriſt our Lord. Whom he always deſpis'd or 
Forgot through the whole Courſe of his Life; and never 
mention'd his Name in his Vill, or call d. upon him 
on his Death-Bed, or wou'd have repeated over him 
at his Burial, which whenever a Clergyman of himſelf 
refuſes to do over obſtinate and wicked Creatures, he's 
ſure to be ſu'd and harraſs*d to death. | 

Or if he had not been buried this way, he order'd 
his Body to have been carried down the River Severn, 
and caſt into the Ocean. Which, I think, of the two 
wou'd have been the propereſt way; becauſe he might 


then have met with his Brethren the Sharks and other 


Fiſhes of Prey, which wou'd ſooner have devour*d him 
(and a deviliſh tough bit they wou'd have had of him) 


than his other Brethren the earthly Worms. 


I wonder he did nor chooſe to be laid on a Funeral 
Pile (like the old Heathen Romans) with his Gold and 
his old dry Hops, and to have left the World in a 
Blaze, .or gone off the Stage in a Flaſh of Fire! But 

zerhaps he was not ſo much a brave Roman as to bear 
the Thoughts of Burning in this World, however it 
might fare with him in the next. 

Inſtances there are enow of his Crueliy and Uncha- 
itableneſs to the Poor, and of his Inhumanity towards 

all; and none of his Hoſpitality to his Neighbours, 

Witneſs his hoarding up his Hops and Cyder for 
Years together, and in times of Scarcity, rather than 
part with them for Money to ſupply the Neceſſities of 
the Country. —By which it appears that his * 
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| ter, when the Roads were impaſſable, (or in the new 
coin'd Word from the French) — = 
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of Hatred to his Fellow-Creatures was more mtenſe, was 
predominant over his Love of his God Money! 

Witneſs his hoarding yp immenſe Sums of Money, 
which he had hid in Holes and Corners rather than 
lend out upon good Securities to circulate among and 
aſſiſt his Neighbours in Trade and other ways. 
Here appears a mixture of his Hatred of Mankind, and 


his Love of Money: He locks it up from Men's true 


uſe of it, that he may have a Golden God by him to 


worſhip, and to put his whole Truſt and Confidence in. 


Witneſs his Lawing . to. Pieces and Deſtruction the 
honeſt, painful, and laborious Ludlow and other Car- 
riers, for going thro? part of his Ground in the Min- 


indeed all his ways were almoſt, and general 
ing, unmatchable. 
And what cou'd be more cruel, unjuſt, and, Sarba- 


rous, even to a poor Scotchman, who was paſſing thro? 


his Ground, and had laid down his Pact to reſt; and 
whilſt he was gone from it a little way to an Hople- 
tree (with which almoſt every Heage in that Country 


abounds) to get two or three Apples to quench his 


Thirſt, the old Barbarian was aware of him, and in 
the mean time ſucat'd to the poor Fellow's Pack, and, 
being always ready arm'd for Blo:d-/:d and Executi- 
en, he drew his Hanger, and moſt unmercifully and 
inhoſpitably cut, mangled, and butcher'd his poor 
Fellow-Creature's Livelihood. 
He was too hard loaded with his Goods (poor. Slave) 
to have carried off many Apples. And did ſo ſmall a 


Treſpaſs deſerve ſo great a Revenge? Or indeed wou'd 


any Body beſides himſelf have taken any Notice of it? 
This was Lex Tahonis with a Witneſs, and much ex- 
ceeded an Eye for an Eye, or a Too _— for a Tooth! But 
behold the Mercy, — Charity, Righteouſneſs, 

and 
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and glorious Principles of the Eraſtian and the Inde- 
pendent Whig! What Halcion Days may not our Fes f 
terity expect! | 

It the leaſt Spark of Pity, Remorſe, or Conſcience, | 
had ever appear'd in this formidable Boas, I ſhowd 1 
have concluded that he had appointed a Scotch Execu- 
tor, to have aton'd for this Barbarity exercis*d on one 42 
of his poor Brethren. But as he was a mere Devil em- 
bodied in human Shape, it was merely for the Sake of 
the like infernal Practices which he very well knew | 
that the Independent-I/hig cou'd not fail of pro- ” 
ducing, which prevaild with him thus amply and 

openly to reward the Author of it *. 

In ſhort, I never read or heard of a worſe, or 
the /ike inhuman, ill-natur*d, or diabolical Creature 
on Earth than this old Warsn, unleſs it were 
that old Cockey Woolſton, that Siatanical Terrier, 
the TIndependent-Whig, that Plutonical Mongrel — 
and old Tindal, that Helliſb Spaniel. 


I ſhall now conclude the CHARACTER of the Doc- 
tor with his EPITAPH, as it was written by an Eng- 


4% Country-Pedagogue. — — 


Old Fauſtus the Second, the Demon of Stockton, 


7. hings ſacred and ſerious he ſtill made a Mock on. 

Like a Wolf or a Tyger be firove ev'ry Hour, 

Seme innocent Creature to catch and devour. 
He dy'd as he liv'd, and fo let bim paſs, 


And by bis own Will was interr'd like an Als. 


* How amply he rewarded the Author of the Judi pendant Whig. 
apperrs by his laſt Will, wherein he appoints him his Executor (tho 
2 Stranger to him) on the ſole Merit of that and his other Per- 
formances againſt the Church and Clergy, —_— (as it is credibly 
rlit:d) he gain'd to the Tune of 10000 J. x | 
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